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Delight in celebrating children

Imagine your community strengthened
by reading families

Affirm the importance of daily sharing
bookjoy
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15 Dia Nugeeats

FOR DIA’S 15TH ANNIVERSARY

@ﬂﬂ[’fﬂﬁﬂ@ I] Z@ﬂﬂp Dia’s 15th Anniversary, libraries, schools, community
organizations and families across the country enjoyed culminating celebrations of
another year of linking all children to books, languages and cultures. In this Dia
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items were initially posted on my blog (sharebookjoy.blogspot.com), and this booklet
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Community and sharing bookjoy!
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Before beginning your Dia planning, familiarize yourself with the many planning materials and
resource information on the following websites:

Pat Mora’s site  www.patmora.com/dia.htm

ALSC/Dia site  www.ala.org/dia

Texas Dia site  www.texasdia.org/toolkit.html
California Dia site  www.diacalifornia.org/tool_kit.html
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FOR DIA’S 15TH ANNIVERSARY

Nugget #1 Pat’s Vision for Dia’s Future

In April 2016, the 20th Anniversary of El dia de los nifios / El dia de los libros, Children’s Day / Book
Day (Dia), literacy advocates committed to sharing bookjoy will celebrate reaching these 15 goals.

"%&" = ()*&+,-" . /0"17 /02"/34"5/)*&+,-" . /0"1673828"9*$:4+&3,-" . /0; <((%" - 70"1=>+§:28"2&A (A&-"/"
national tradition.

2. Dia is included on annual library, school and literacy calendars.

3. Educators (teachers, librarians, professors, administrators, those involved in informal education
at museums, community agencies) partner enthusiastically with diverse families as literacy
advocates throughout the year.

BI"CA70/) (+-"/34"D/ AS:$8-"ASE&+-D0")*&S+":52+/+0" 0 (:&0)$(3-") ("+&F&D)" = A&H/ =" +0*"07:) 7+/:"+&/ $)O!

GI"H)/)&":$?+/+0"/--(@3/)$(3-8"-)/)&":§2+/+6&-8"-@* ( (:"4$-)+$@)-8") &/ @*&+"/ 34" :§2+/+8/ 3">+&>/+/)$ (3"
programs, and community agencies promote and support Dia’s development on an annual basis.

6. The number of Dia celebrations in schools, libraries and community centers grows steadily,
celebrations that are truly culminating literacy celebrations of a daily commitment to link all
children to books, languages and cultures.

7. Distributing free books to build home libraries is a popular component of community-based Dia
celebrations.

8. Middle schools celebrate El dia de los jovenes, Teen or Young People’s Day, which can include
middle schoolers as literacy mentors.

9. Realizing the relevance of Dia to their educational mission, colleges and universities create
service projects with Dia, a literacy tradition, as a theme.

11"3772:8-*&+-"K($3")*&" . L/">/+/4&"?0"4&-M3§3M" _ L/ "AL)&+H8/:-"/34"-7>>(+)§3M" _ L/ ,-"M(/:" (0"
promoting reading.

I"Sf=;=HHO8" | L/ ,-"* (A&S"0+&/)SE&:0"$3A+&/ -&-" - L/ ,-"3/)$(3/:"E§-§7$:8)0"/ 34"-&@7+&-"3/)$(3/:"D734$3M"
for Dia.

NI"O('&3-7+&" . L/ ,-"M+(P)*8"$3F7&30&"/ 34" &&A)SE&3&--8"=#=; =#HO"@+&/)&-"/"-)+/)&MSE"Q/)$(3/:"

Dia Advisory Committee that includes ALSC, other youth and family-serving ALA divisions,
RC5SR” =8" _L/,-"D(734&#8"Q90C"/34" ()*&+"3/)$(3/:":$)&+/00">/+)3&+" (+M/ 3§T/)$(3-8"/34"A&4$/" /34"
corporate representatives.

U L/"$30+&/ -&-")*&"ES-§75:8)0" /34" A&A?&+-*$>"(D"RC5SR * =8")*&"Q/)$(3/:"=--(@8/)$(3") (" I+ (A O &"
#52+/+0"/34"VID(+A/)$(3"HE&+ESA&-") ("#/)$3 (-"/34")*&"H>/ 3§-*WH>&/N$3M8" I/ ) ,-"X+-)" (+M/ 3§T/)$(3/:"
partner.

BI"=!"P* ("?&S$&E&"S3" L/ ,-"M(/:-" (0"08:&?+/)$3M"@*5:4+&3" /34" -* /+53M"? (WK (0" ?&A (A&"? (4" /4E(@/)&-"
$3*&"Q/)$(3/:" - L/"I9(AAT3S)0"0+&/)$3M">/+)3&+-*5>-"/34"3&) P (+%-") ("$3@+&/-&" - L/ ,-"SA>/[)!

GI"_L/"-)+&3M)*&3-"/34"73X&-"=A&+0/ ,-"@ (AAT 3§)$&-"20"M+(P$3M"/"3/)§ (3" (D"+&/ 4§3M"D/ A§:3&-8"
essential in a democracy.
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FOR DIA’S 15TH ANNIVERSARY

Nugget #2 What Every Dia Advocate Needs to Know

1"Dia is a daily commitment to link all children to books, languages and
cultures with annual, culminating celebrations in April.
2. Dia honors both children and the power and pleasure of books.
3. Dia enhances communities by supporting families and literacy.
4. Your effective advocacy requires vision and revision.
5. Advocacy is incredibly hard work requiring enthusiastic, reliable allies.
6. Parents are essential as valued members of your literacy team.

7. Growing the Dia concept in your community and nationally requires optimism,

energy, creativity, action, and collaboration.

8. Forming new partnerships requires patience and consistency.

©

. Planning a Dia celebration need not involve a large budget.

10. Many models (large and small) and suggestions are available on the Web.
11. Experienced celebration planners welcome your questions.

12. Dia = Diversity in Action. (Coined by North Carolina librarians.)

13. Dia needs visibility to reach its potential in our democracy. Publicize your
celebrations, write articles for professional journals, use social networking

options, volunteer to speak at conferences, etc.
14. Sharing bookjoy is fun, rewarding and important.

15. Dia needs you and your unique talents.

© Pat Mora 2011
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Nugget #3 Families as Dia Partners

Since Dia is a daily commitment, creatively involve parents, adult and young adult family members
throughout the year as literacy partners. This list focuses on the particular role libraries and schools
play in empowering families who may not view themselves as literacy mentors. Diverse strategies are
essential for motivating all community families to be reading families.

1. #8%&’ Q">+, --"+$," . . /"% . 0$) , *)"+1)")--)0+'&) - ) **"%-"0'+)$,03"4$%/$, 55 . /", . ("W6+$) ,01"-%$" C&)$*)"
populations within the community.

71"8-9$5"+1)""54%%+, .0)"%-"5624'7 . /6,1"-,5°0)*",*"1’+)$,03"4,$+_.)$*":3"6*" . /"561+'4)", . /6,/)*"
in greetings and on signs, ads, web pages, graphics, posters and in family bookjoy sessions
throughout the year.

3. Partner with families who speak other languages in presenting bilingual story times, programs, and
literacy games.

4. Demystify the library with family tours and presentations that address the interests and concerns of
the families served, showcase resources and encourage participation in programs such as Summer
Reading.

IS/, ) B0 R N3 $*, L (U."08) L L/, L (LS /)8, 03" A% ) §, L (=T, L
exploring ways to create and share stories digitally.

6. Model creative strategies for instilling bookjoy at home such as sharing family stories and reading
together.

7. Be innovative in helping families create libraries at home, seeking book donations where possible.

8. Introduce and model reading, writing, and arts activities including having families write, illustrate
and share their own books.

9. Establish monthly family literacy nights at which students, teachers, and families collaborate in
presenting thematic storytelling, puppet shows, etc. to the community.

PUHINE ()"$) D) &, L AF)FFY K" AR BIY R0 1) '+)$, 03", (&%0,+)*."+1)’$"-, 523", . ("0%556.+3"
tailoring sessions to their reading practices and languages.
"@'+1"-, 50)*, 4,8+ )$0"42, SUB4ADB) o+, L (L, )R-, 5713"4)$,03") , O$F 148, L /1, <A S -
your efforts to empower families within the school or library community.

TI"AH, 8", J"%6+$) , 01" +%$3+) 2 . /"4$%/$, 5" ."B1'01"-, 5 0)*"&%W6 - +))$", +"1%*4’+, 7", . ("$)+'$)5) -+
homes or in which older children read aloud to younger ones.

CI"D%$5" - %%="026 - *"-%$"+1)"&, $'%6*"2'+)$,03"2) &) 2*" . "3%63$"0% 556 . '+3":3", **)**' _/"+1)" 54, 0+"%-"
literacy and literature programs on the various communities served.

EI"<_0%6$,/)"-,50)*"+%"&*"+"+1)"%0,2'46 :2°0", . ("*01%%2"2 = $, $ ) *>"+%"8&%26 . +) )$"01) 0="%6+"5 , +)§’, 1*>"
and collaborate in Dia celebration programming.

SIFL&H)"-,B0)*+%":)",04'&)"5) 5 1) $*"%-"3%6$"CH, "0)2) :$,+'%."42, . . . /"0%S 5+ )" 1%6I2'B%-. O$"
how you got along without their fresh ideas and enthusiasm.

K"#,+'L%$,"7?
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Nugget #6 Places to Celebrate Dia

1"#%8” 8"

2. Schools

14, -0

4. Universities

I/, ——01823"4(12(8)

6. Museums

7. Bookstores

8. Faith centers

9. Childcare centers
51"67&7)

"+, —(0O)MN9(82(&):"),0;"78249(1)
<I"+,);$278)"” 1="4814)
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Nugget #7 Funders and Partners

*HL&— _ /HHN& . 121387 4&’#30& . 12154 . 61

2. Local businesses and food stores

3. Media: newspapers, including those in languages
other than English, TV and radio, especially

public stations

4. Churches, synagogues, mosques, and other
faith-based communities

7+1897:0391&7 ; # . I<#§0& . 1=1>0& . 121 20@# - 012! A&$#* B2!
United Way etc.

6. Book stores: independents and chains

7. Youth organizations: Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts,
Boys/Girls Clubs, YMCA/YWCA, etc.

8. State and regional chapters of REFORMA, IRA,
CDEFG2!CGHE

9. Children’s museums, community, and cultural
centers

*Y)+1IG10/3#79!139 .89  121KO#/18$#°$21E - 9 . 18$# 7 $21#1$9”!
school programs

*HLIKO#I$1139 _$97 IN& ; # . 0<#$0& . 12! NI0G2!4 1 B1030# . 12!
dentists

*(+IP94#°$Q9 - $11&L!I"#7611# . /1A93” 9#$(& - 21"'&J139!
and Fire Departments

FRHVETO ($I&7 s # L 0<#H1& . 12!1>05°#°B1, 709 /1! ;°&-41
*S+I1&L9110& . #ll# . /IDQ#$9-"184&7$11$9#Q1

*T7+IBSHEIH . /11&3#H)) ;&:97 . Q9. $#1&LT391=1U&:9” . &™2!
Mayor, Children’s Services

#3108 #1 ) **
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Nugget #8 Dia’s Full Name in 15 Languages
El dia de los nifos, El dia de los libros/Children’s Day, Book Day

"H#EPBWE Q>+, *"-)*, ), %/ "click here to view video

A

2. Chinese: //% /7714 743@ :?57_ /%ﬁ
£ d
01"162)3")*/"A5%65""7) *8"4) *"9*5’ )
21 (</M-%"=2 L& TS ?R0) *3>8"-%"=2 L & T %" W>" - B&Y>"
CI"D%IB) */"E’*7%6>3) ,8"4%&"F) , "7%8&"GH (<%&""
11"D&%%9/"" IKLMN"OPQ"RNSTSPUS"VKLMN"WSWXYPQ
27 1MG) ((<%"9)"7°*8"E'D)N"9) 7> N . *5)N/'G) ((<%"7)" 7' *8"E')\"7)"7"*_
8. Italian: La Festa dei bambini, La Festa dei libri
“1I"a)B)<2/"#(<c*t"G))" [de<d2 , 2"Gu%"2f%f) ) <"a) Y3>22>"g di3) f'Gu%" 2f%f) ) <
hI""2k></"4e’%i"4e%(9)8"4e’% i "E>" jKk9’
1"N283_, LU/ A7) T)"(&)*1)8"47) T2 Y BE2
m!"n.>>")*/"opgrstu"'vpwx8"swtywzu"vpwx"'{n""opwx"vpgpus'opwx"swt | t"
O+ 3)<K/"+9."~)"g)32328"+'9 . "~)" "DH\.
SRR, SR DD TR, NIDEES, DD T, )3

CI" "%3*)pw>%/"a, ~"a<’ *, a, ~"F< B’ *

"~)3" 28)"mh
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Nugget #9 Themes and Programs to
Enrich Your April Dia Celebrations

Looking for a new idea for your culminating Dia celebration?
Consider incorporating these themes and exploring organizations

that could strengthen your yearlong Dia work.

APRIL CELEBRATIONS

"HSI” ()7 +%,-" - 7 (W/'012$3+4-"75" 1A +,02$ ("* 7 +%67
2. School Library Month (American Association of School Librarians/AASL)

3. April 2, International Children’s Book Day (United States Board on Books for
Young People/USBBY)

81M9,i)" 1; <HSH ($)">1?,$,-"@++A"014+,12$(">?,$,-"1667 Sk~ (B1>17

CI"9,)" :; <="@++A">5"W/+"D”E(F"G/{)3"0#SMm ($)"166~20$%> ("5~ ,"h/+"HIE2HM” ("
*5"D”E(F"G/8)3,+(B#1HDGT"

6. April 22, Earth Day

NATIONAL LITERACY PROGRAMS

7. Colorin Colorado & Reading Rockets (WETA Public Television)

8. Born to Read, Every Child Ready to Read (Association of Library Service to
Children/ALSC)

9. PAWS to Read

:I"Prime Time Family Reading Time® (Louisiana Endowment for the
1EA$(th+67"

I"Raising a Reader
JI"Reach Out and Read
KI"Read to Me Program

LITERACY ORGANIZATIONS THAT HAVE
PARTNERED WITH DIA EVENTS

8!"First Book
C!"Reading Is Fundamental (RIF)

L"*gh . 7, $"3:
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Nugget #10 Literacy-focused Programming D a I-d as for Educators

at libraries, schools, and universities

1"E8%& %" (%) *&+", %" &*-%$" - */0"1223452,67() "+ 8 (7"
such as a book walk instead of a cakewalk, book
bingo, and book cover matching.

2. Invite a professional storyteller to teach children
how to tell their own stories.

oIt %—-(",0%) " (&"%&) "5%8* (7" 8%3("%&)") (, 2°%/ ("
their own books or journals.

4. Decorate school hallways with multicultural book
covers, create special displays of bilingual and
world language books from the school library’s
collection, and ask classroom teachers to include
read-alouds with multicultural themes in their
classrooms.

S %-Cu<®%/="72", S(L°%/("12237!">0%) " (&", %&"
exchange books as party gifts and play games
about their favorite books.

21" 28)"%" 1223 "5(7/*-%8"%&) "<% %) ("%&)"%73",0%) * (&"
to dress as characters from their favorite stories.

7. Plan bilingual/multilingual story hours featuring
readers of various languages spoken in the
community.

8. Include poetry in your celebration: invite a
poetry slam champion to host a slam event or
training; integrate a poetry reading with music;
8268&/"%"<02/2+*%<0="0%&)"0%*36" (@0*1*/*2&A"B="
poetry Kkites.

9. Use technology: hold a book trailer video
contest; schedule an author visit via Skype;
plan an April geocaching event (GPS treasure
hunt) with book-related prizes.

CI"#%&" %", > (W/*- ("<” (7 (&/%/*2&"2&" DE%"% 7" %"
3+,34255"52°"/0("FC  "7688 (" (%)*&+"/0(8 ("
“One World, Many Stories.”

"e6&-*/ ("¢ 1% ="67(C7"/2"H7 (("/0(" - 27$)"/0"26+0"
books.” Use a passport booklet that is stamped
after visiting literacy stations throughout the
library. Enter all completed passports in a
drawing for free books.

FIa%ee (%) C7"25") 55 C (& "%+ ("$(-(§7"527"
read-alouds: principals can read a favorite
childhood book to elementary students; middle
schoolers and teens can help with storytimes
and schedule reading time at childcare centers.

oIl (/"6<"%"<02/2",2&/ (7/" - */0"/0("/0(8 ("25"
people reading.

J!"K'+%&*L("%"1223") 1*_(11%&)11) ($*_(1u12237n)61*&+u
April as part of a Dia celebration.

;"M 8%))$('7,02287N", (3(1°%/ ("El dia de los
jovenes/El dia de los libros, Young People’s
Day/Book Day, and have students plan and
perform stories and original work at their own
school or at an elementary school or library.
Organize a Batchelder Awards (translated books
0’7/'<61§70()"26/7) ("/0("P1Q"1223",$61!

R"#%/"'S2°%"FC
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Nugget #11 Dia Literacy Games

Winners receive books, of course.
I"HSPN"# ($
2. Book games based on games from other countries such as a book loteria
3. Book Walk rather than Cake Walk
4. Pifata celebration adding a book connection
IFE, -, /0M1087 ("25$%"334/0"S-"5, Bk, -"2$$%" 7+, -, 73/-0
6. Dia—themed word search or crossword puzzles
7. Book-themed scavenger/treasure hunt
8. Matching games using book covers

81"9,6/"3+/":3%-;"$-"9,6/"3+/"*+,-,73/-"2,0/ ."$”","0/-4/0"$5"741/0"$-"5-$&"
passages from various books

<L HSSU"(, 671007 (1, 537 L (-, 227 -"5%-"2$ 8% 2-40/0

1"A+$80"3+/"Cidd, 47 ="D0,5/E" . ,-3"(, 6/ "FHT+"3+/"3,-(/3"0" , "24731-/"$5" . 455/-/ 7 3"
“villains” in children’s books

GI"9,6/"3+/"H,6$10"*+,-,73/-0="t. /> 3%5; "7+ .-/ 780"2$$%"7+,-,73/-0"$"","?$03/ -
1"A+//71$5"H$-317 /" F3+"2$$%" 78~ 7 /73%$7=""J, 7 ."$”", "KM 47", 7 ."I$0/"?$4” 30

LI"M, 2/7"'N$L-"#$$%"t” "3+/"#$$%"0/31- 7 ="U%/"Ps” "3+/"M, i4"$ "3+/"Q$ > %/ ;"213"24~ R
folded children tape the book cover they created on a book return image

II'"MS/ ."FS$-.R6 ,%” ("7$73/03="*+i_-/7",” "5, 6M/0"-,7/"3$"6 ,%/",0"6, 7 ;"F$-.0"

as possible from Book Fiesta! Celebrate Children’s Day, Book Day/ Celebremos
El dia de los nifios, El dia de los libros

S'P,3'T$-,"G<
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Nugget #12 15 Literacy-focused Craft Ideas

Here’s a wonderful opportunity to involve
teen or college helpers and service organizations.

1. Make paper plate clocks, printing “Time to Read” on each clock face. Decorate.
2. Embellish canvas bags with fabric paint and use as book bags.

3. Create personalized bookmarks, bookends, and bookcases (use cardboard boxes) using
stick-on foam shapes and gems and colored stickers. Use blank stickers too, so kids can
write a reading slogan or book recommendations.

4. Plant a Poetry Garden. Write poems, paste them on sticks and plant them outside of the
school or library.

5. Make accordion books with the last panel pre-printed with the words LOVES READING!
Children can write their name on the beginning panels and decorate the book with collage,
colored pencils or paints.

6. Make papier-maché globes and let each child note the different countries they’ve read about
with colored sticker dots. Use the globes in a display of books set in other countries.

7. Make memory books with stories and pictures about reading and books.

8. Take photos of kids reading in a special chair (a reading throne) they’ve helped decorate.
Buy cardboard or foam photo frames that each child can decorate.

9. Construct masks of favorite characters from books.

10. Distribute envelopes containing a pre-made paper booklet and cutouts of pictures and
photos. Each child writes a story about the pictures and uses them to illustrate the story.

11. For very young children, create reading puppets using cutouts glued to craft sticks.

12. Use recycled papers (printed on one side) to make personal reading logs. Use recycled book
jackets or patterned papers for covers.

13. Create necklaces of words.

14. Create a Dia Alphabet mural or frieze, associating a word or short phrase about Dia with
each letter of the alphabet such as “F — Families.” Decorate and hang on the wall or use as
a banner in a hallway.

15. Use a template to create book-shaped magnets. Color image with colored pencils and
laminate, then glue magnet to back.

1106871 ()

*+
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Nugget #13 15 Dia Dynamos

Congratulations to these Dia Dynamos, literacy leaders throughout the U.S. who for
TSI 7 160 ” VS* T +HUB(, ) (— - ") M (L I ) +h # 1" (Z WRI) T %0)H1 12" ) +() , 434" 5$h(L 2" . *6%

These Dynamos are outstanding resources for others working in similar positions.

"Flo Trujillo, Youth Services Coordinator 9. Lucia Gonzalez, Author, Storyteller,
#INE OQ*+ (", -./0"1" . h$%h2"34 56 Librarian (FL)
2. Ana Schmitt, LIBROS Group Al"Jeanette Larson, Consultant, Trainer, and
Multnomah County Library (OR) B%*8%"3; <6""
3. Beatriz Pascual Wallace, I"R. Joseph Rodriguez, Ph.D., Center for
Children’s Librarian Teaching and Learning
Seattle Public Library (WA) ;?28"C(D8%:*2"+E" ;8F$: "$*">— 1+ ("3; <6
4. Laurina Cashin & Bobbie Combs, G!"Lydia Breiseth, Manager,
Pat’s Web Team Colorin Colorado
We Love Children’s Books (MD) WETA (VA)
7!"Rose Trevifo, Librarian, HI"Mark Smith, Administrator
deceased but not forgotten Riverside County Library System (CA)

HH0&BW/2"9+— ¥+ (", - ./0"1" . %$Bh2"3; <6
1!"Alma Ramos-McDermott, Media
6. Oralia Garza de Cortes, Specialist
Latino Children’s Literature Pollard Middle School (MA)
=+(:-I*$(*"3;<6
7!"Sara HowreyJ'1*8%$02">KD+0$*8"3LM6

7. Elva Garza, Regional Operations and
Branch Manager Lise TewesJ)'98$K"+E"=?"/Kh8 (I:"O8PH*&8 (*
>—7 (", -0 J%Bh2"3; <6 Qs Q8% RU$(0?J'L8C:+("=+-(*2",-./0"
1’ %$%2"3LM6"

8. Meryle Leonard, Outreach Manager/
Community Engagement Department
=?2$W+**8"5800/8 (- -%) "1’ . %$%h2"34=6

S, $*'5H$'GA 1
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Nugget #14 Mora Award Winners

1"2010 The Arthur F. Turner Community Library, West Sacramento, CA
2. 2010 Pima County Public Library, Tucson, AZ
3. 2010 Santa Barbara Public Library, Santa Barbara, CA
4. 2009 San Francisco Public Library, San Francisco, CA
#1"2009"$&” Q") *+", =) - *7"/%0*12"3045%7"8649)92:"®h&” ("5 ,
6. 2008 Riverside County Library, Riverside, CA
7.2008"/-)9%%117"<*7 (57 *409="8649)92:"/-)9%11” :">/"
8. 2007 Broward County Library, Fort Lauderdale, FL
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15 Dia Nuggets

FOR DIA’S 15TH ANNIVERSARY

Nugget #15 Bookjoy Quotes

!u#u$%&s (u&$)u*+ > ||$ , n_ R /0||/||0 , 1||)$ , _2||$ , 1132110 , l!"Katelyn , 8
2. 1 love reading because it is so relaxing. Kyra, 7

3. I love to read because | enjoy getting lost in stories. It takes me away from
reality for a while, and that is truly a blessing! Jean, 45

4!"52"6 s ()ll/_ _ II7 , _$/68 _ "/,0“9/,"1 , ll/,2 : % - ll;ll$% _ ll6&ll _ )$ll6 _ £l _ <$II ’*II/BSII&)IIZ , +ll
can read them as many times as you like! Kermit, 72

=1/ BN/ TT2" 2% . 7"$%.")$, -2"0) >§")9/-21"ulia, 3

6. Bookjoy (or the pleasure of reading) means turning off the outside world and
escaping into a universe that | choose. Karen, 45

7. 1 like reading cause you get to read cool books and learn cool things. Paige, 9

8. MY favorite time to read is after everyone has gone to bed -- a good book can
take me to places of adventure - of peace - of beauty - I'm only limited by my
own imagination. What a great way to end the day! Diana, 50

9. | like to read because | get smart. Keane, 5
?21"@ 8- . /087 1") "%, "2, +"% . /-"/6,+$"87$.- )% 1M)$+M"Gavin, 7
I"B_/04”1")"™+7"6.9/+) ."$"6-4"1)"3."$," /" %,8."7 . ="z ,-80I""John, 10

CI'"'#"8,D."E)%."0-. ="/"%./-$F"6,,()"6.9/7+) ."$%_-."/-."/0D.”$+-.)"/>0"3/149"/” 0"
fantasy and | feel like it is happening right in front of me! Lucie, 9

GI'#"8(."6, , ()"6.9/+) ."2,+"1_$"9/7%+- 0" "$%."6 , , (I"Sam, 9

41"#8,D."-./04”1"6.9/+) ."i$"% .87)"3 . "z i$%" 32" - -4$4” 1"/ 0"1.$)" 323/ 1" /%, "
H, ¢ 1!"Drew, 16

=I"0.9/7+) HR(."8,"T7- 8. 70" 3"/"6-/-4/ 7 "Lauren, 5
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Jor pia’s 15th Anniversary, april 2011
El dia de los nifios / El dia de los libros, Children’s Day/Book Day
by Pat Mora

Day by day, dia por dia
"H#$%H&I&” OQ1*+, -1%*1.&7 /1) &1 . &O& (U™ #!1 > #/ 1) &#W*11*#/8&.21) *317 41 1/*"#51h)"-I"#1A461*3#I17'+&8
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potential of each child and to the pleasure and power of literacy.
9&H:-1(.&7%&!. &5, 17 " A&IN*1 . &O& (I *#1%) &!"A1* %” #(&0' () *TI&HABE&-1 7 #/1*11* %, #W'&-1*+1<=7 - 15*7]-A
Let’s remind one another often that Dia is a daily commitment and not only an annual celebration.
Let’s creatively make Dia fun for ourselves and others.

Let’s champion children and literacy in our daily lives and creatively and concretely introduce
Dia to potential partners.

9&%:-11&7 . #13) "W h) & I<=" 17 /S* (P h&-1) " $&!I-) * &LV #/ 1/ "- (F$&.&/N9&Y:-17+B. A1) * A&7 #5, 7 5&-!
and diverse cultures.

Let’s learn together to be more compelling in articulating the importance and relevance of our goals
to our various communities.

Let’s explore new ways to share what we’ve learned or are trying to implement.

9&H:-1.&~ Q1> , Wh*1#& 3117 U#H&. - 1"# (1, /" #5'&I&(U&/ ' *+B (" T-01-Q**11* /7 A" #"-%. > %> . =17 #/1+” (, Th61 1. &1~ ."#5!
future librarians and teachers.

Let’s attend and support an annual Dia celebration and experience the joy of honoring children
and of linking children and families to books.

Let’s question our assumptions about how to reach our goals and who our appropriate partners can be.
Let’s thank and celebrate our partners again and again.

9&:-1(L&7U&I<=" 11T #HA'HEN (A A, #"W&-1T*(CTI6 * #/1#7 W *#71161%) * %! . &O& (h1%) &! /"$& . -"613&!&-17* , -&0!
and let’s invite social service agencies, the media, the young and seniors to enrich our work.

Let’s remember that effective advocates need to endure the challenges of learning new skills;
in Dia’s case: partnership building, fund raising, marketing, publicity, public speaking, social networking,
true collaboration.
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continued

Let’s assist school and public libraries to diversify their collections to reflect our national diversity
and global connections.

Let’s design Dia programs and celebrations that—though they may include food, music, dancing and
prizes—create positive and memorable literacy experiences for attendees.

Let’s encourage and assist all families to build home libraries, to celebrate Dia annually at home,
and to take pride in being reading families.

Let’s involve children as presenters in our various literacy events and at Dia book fiestas and celebrate
our children’s talents.

Let’s commit to developing programs that assist parents of our diverse families to become effective
literacy mentors, our partners.

Let’s propose innovative solutions to predictable resistance to change and increase Dia’s growth
and impact.

Let’s praise leaders who become Dia champions because they are committed to assisting all children
to become learners.

Let’s remember that though change is slow, people and institutions can change; our challenge
is to be persistent, effective advocates.

Let’s connect in committed circles that form the powerful community-based National Dia Community
in our city, state, region and country.

Let’s see ourselves as central rather than peripheral, as a force for positive change that welcomes ideas
for expanding and deepening Dia’s work.

Let’s collaborate: honor the perspectives we each bring, listen with open hearts and minds, respect
our varying styles and unite for the well-being and future of our children, our nation’s future.

Let’s gather together when possible to re-excite one another about Dia’s potential to enrich lives and
strengthen families and communities.

Let’s rejoice that Dia, this family literacy initiative that works to honor children and to connect them
to books, languages and cultures, has grown for 15 years and continues to grow and flourish.

Let’s boldly plan together for Dia’s 20th Anniversary expanding Dia’s impact and thus uniting
our too-often divided country, uniting for the well-being of all our children.

Let’s unite our energies, knowledge, and diverse skills, unleashing our creativity, adding our
individual zing to sharing bookjoy and creating a nation of readers.

© Pat Mora 2011
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